First Presbyterian

MIDLAND

news to grow on
Edition 8 - September 2010

Worship...:.
EquIp..c:-
SErVe,.c:s
INVIte,.c:-

“HOLY BIBLE

ving |n the Book

!
R
}



Happy 125th
Anniversary to
First Presbyterian
Church! 1s885- 2010

First Presbyterian Church of
Midland, Texas is celebrating its
125th year! Watch for historical
pictures and interesting facts on
the inside back cover of Life.
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The Bridge “sermon
only” CDs are available
Order forms are available at
the church reception area

or call Rhondy at 684-7821 to
place an order.

DVDs now available
upon request

of 11:00 a.m. worship

in the Sanctuary.

Cost of each DVD is $5.

Dear Friends,

Earlier this summer Kathy and I went to see Toy Story 3 thinking this would be
a light, fun movie to see while Hannah and Thomas were off doing other things.
Of course, if you've seen it, you know it’s about Andy going oft to college (a little
“too close to home” for us). Andy ... who has been with us through all the toy
story movies, the boy we've watched grow up is leaving home. As he prepares to
go to college he cleans out his room and packs himself (this part was clearly
fiction!) and then has to make decisions about which toys to store in the attic,
give away, or worst of all - throw away! This puts Woody, Buzz Lightyear, Rex
the paranoid dinosaur, Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head and all the rest into a panic
and on to another adventure.

The movie forces you to think about transition and change. The toys are on a
search for a place to be safe and secure (not thrown away). Andy is in the midst
of those hard decisions of which things to keep, which to let go. In the end, all
the characters end up discovering (or re-discovering) some core issues. For the
toys, is it most important to be “kept” or is their major purpose and joy to “be
played with?” For Andy, the question is whether he will keep the toys (hoard
them in the attic), or give them to another kid who will find joy in them?

Obviously, the film touches the core of what the Schorr family is experiencing
right now, but all of us deal with the constant transitions of life. As followers of
Christ, we are, or should be aware, that “following” means a journey and that we
are continually being changed so that we become more and more like Christ.
All of us are aware of what Phyllis Tickle describes as a “monumental
phenomenon in our world called the “Great Emergence” Like every “new
season” (the world has gone through many such shifts before) it affects every
part of our lives: social, cultural, intellectual, political, economic, and spiritual.

So this fall, we launch into a sermon series attempting what the characters in the
movie did - explore the core so that we might live more authentically as Christ
followers with less fear. It involves “inside out” living, where we search out our
true identity and live with character and the priorities of Christ. It involves
obedience where we live with true purpose and true joy that impacts the lives of
others around.

Plan to be a part of what God is doing in us and through us!

Blessings,

Steve




Prayers for...

Prayers of Intercession are requested for John Asdo, Jered Groner, Paul Latham,
Carole Hinkle, Deanna Rutherford, Jessalyn Eschberger, Charles Priddy, Larry Mills,
Ray Riddle.

Please pray for military personnel deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom (Iraq) and
Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan): Chris, Michael, Casey, Daniel, Carlos,
Megan, Drew McKelwaith, Michael Wood,Chris, Miles, Aaron French, David Thornhill,
Hank Hortenstine, Adam Graham, Tom Wolters, Mike Neu, Edwin Gaston, Matt
Sullivan, Zach Frisbie, Eric Van Dyke, Kristian Kirkland, Jake Hall, Hunter D. Martin,
Clayton Slover, Damon Darnell.

Congratulations to...

Rachel and Blake Bush upon the birth of their daughter, Parker Linn Bush, born June
29, 2010; sister of Addison Lane Bush; granddaughter of the late Dara Perry Bush; and
great granddaughter of Jackie and Wes Perry.

Brooke and Jared Meabon upon the birth of their daughter, Harper Elizabeth Meabon,
born August 4, 2010 in San Antonio; granddaughter of Jack and Julia Swallow and Janet
and Steve Boswell.

Amy and Gian Falco upon the birth of their son, Samuel James Falco, born July 26,
2010; grandson of Sarah and Chuck Bell; great grandson of Sue Hardwick and the late
Jim Hardwick.

Nicole and Greg Lancto upon the birth of their daughter, Hannah Catherine Lancto,
born August 11, 2010; sister of Julia Lancto; granddaughter of Letty and Ken Craft.

Jane and Kelly Jameson upon the birth of their son, Judah Isaac Jameson, born August
10, 2010 in Houston; grandson of Ron Morgan.

Michelle and Jeff Dinger upon the birth of their daughter, Blair Rose Dinger, born
August 10, 2010; sister of Cole and Camille; niece of Amanda and Scott Dinger; cousin
of Alexander and Culley.

Ashley and Ryan Owen upon the birth of their daughter, Emrey Owen, born August 12,
2010 in Midland; great granddaughter of Jessalyn Eschberger; granddaughter of Debbie
and Steve Owen; great niece of Adelle and Paul Dowling.

Margaret and Tanner Franks upon the birth of their daughter, Hannah Claire Franks, on
July 30, 2010 in Houston; great granddaughter of Sue Gould; granddaughter of Jackie
and Robert Rendall; niece of Melissa Rendall.

Amanda and Conly Gevecker upon the birth of their son, Rhett Harold Gevecker, born
August 4, 2010; brother of Ryder; grandson of Andye Conly; nephew of Cole Bryan.

Condolences to...
Tom Arnold upon the death of his wife, Anna Arnold, on August 19, 2010.

Scott and Susan Backry and their children, Laaron and Daniel, upon the death of Scott’s
aunt, Jean Bado, in Oklahoma City on July 26, 2010.

Shelby and Sarah Johnson upon the death of their mother, Amy Johnson, on July 31,
2010.

Jane and Ray Riddle upon the death of their son-in-law, Forrest Dowling, in Mempbhis,
Tennessee, on Thursday, August 5, 2010.

Joyce Hauke upon the death of her great granddaughter, Kaylon Isabelle Nabors, on
June 16, 2010 in Austin; daughter of Angelina and Brett Nabors; granddaughter of Jill
and Rick Nabors.

Worship

Sunday Music Schedule

September 5th

The Sanctuary Choir will sing
music by Armstrong and Lau at
both services.

September 12th

The Sanctuary Choir will sing
“Take Up Your Cross” by
Giamanco, and Paul Basler’s
rhythmic setting of the Gloria at
11:00 a.m. worship.

September 19th

The Sanctuary Choir will sing
John Rutter’s stirring setting of
“Amazing Grace” at 11:00 a.m.
worship.

September 26th

The Sanctuary Choir will sing
Mark Hayes’ “And the Father Will
Dance” at 11:00 a.m. worship.



EqU|p Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is a 15-week course
‘ available through Midland College, with speakers from all over the world coming
to discuss God’s mission for the world and how God is achieving that plan
biblically, historically, culturally and strategically. The kickoff is August 24th
with the first class starting August 31st. This is an amazing opportunity to grow
in your faith. The class is available at the level of credit, certificate or audit.
Contact Walter Thompson (684-7821, Ext. 115; wthompson@fpcmid.org) for
more information and registration.

....... - o , ' Fall Kick-Off is Sunday, August 29th! New Sunday

Schools for all ages begin at 9:30 a.m. For a complete list
of classes and room numbers, check the posters around
the building or pick up one of the “Fall for All” brochures
for children, youth or adults at one of the welcome centers.
There is a place for everyone! Come join us!

szmg in the Book

The Gathering begins Wednesday, September 8th with a free kick-off
barbecue in Lynn Hall at 5:30 p.m. See the Fall for All brochures for a complete list
of opportunities for all ages on Wednesday nights at FPC.

5:30 p.m.
5:55 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Dinner in Lynn Hall

5:55 Bible Club (K4 - Grade 6)
Classes for Adults

Children’s Choir (K4 - Grade 6)
JOLT (Grade 7-12)

Sanctuary Choir

Nursery is provided for children kindergarten and under from 6-9 p.m. every Wednesday.

Koinonia, meaning “fellowship”in ancient Greek, is the cornerstone
of our small group ministry. Join us as we follow the biblical tradition
of finding deeper life in Christ through small groups.

Sunday
September 12th

9:15-11:00 a.m.
Lynn Hall

MEET THE FACILITATORS, SIGN-UP FOR A GROUP
AND ENJOY A LIGHT BREAKFAST!

Call Shannon Weisenfels at 684-7821 for more information



Weekday Bible Studies begin in September!

Equi
Monday Morning Bible Study begins September 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the q p . ‘

Koinonia Room facilitated by Shannon Weisenfels. Everyone is welcome!
Tuesday Morning Bible Study facilitated by Steve Schorr begins
September 14th at 6:30 a.m. in the Koinonia Room. Everyone is
welcome!

Women’s Bible Studies:

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. in Room 214, facilitated by Amanda Ellis beginning
September 13th. Women of all ages are welcome to join us for a Priscilla
Shirer study this fall.

Presbyterian Women’s Circles meet monthly beginning in September.
We're studying Revelation this fall. Call the church office to find the right
circle for you! 684-7821.

New Sunday school opportunity for parents!

Spiritual Parenting: An Awakening for Today’s Families will
begin in Room 210 on August 29th at 9:30 a.m. “It’s not about
perfect behavior. It’s about passionate hearts.” Join us as we
discuss Michelle Anthony’s new book designed to guide mothers
and fathers in creating home environments that God can use to
beckon our children to Him.

Dr. Anthony is a key developer of the children’s curriculum
TruWonder and TruStory, but parents with children of all ages will
benefit from our study and discussion. Please join us!

Power of Beliefs

Why do you do what you do? What drives you on a daily basis to make the
decisions you make? Your beliefs do. Your beliefs set everything you think
or do in motion, even if you are not aware of your beliefs. Do your beliefs
empower you or do they limit you? Your core beliefs shape the direction of
your life.

You are invited to participate in a six week class that will help you
understand the power of your beliefs. You will learn where your beliefs
come from, which ones work for you and how to change those beliefs that
don’t work for you. You will learn how to create powerful beliefs that help
you heal, grow and become the person you are meant to be. This class will
be taught by Ron Ellison, Education Facilitator for Hospice of Midland.
The Power of Beliefs Class will be every Wednesday for six-weeks
beginning September 15th and run through October. It will be held in the
church parlor with lunch at 11:30 a.m. and the class will end at 1:00 p.m.
The cost of lunch is $5.



Equip
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Children;sIMinistryJat{EPC!

Wednesdays
5:55 Club

(Age 4 - Sixth Grade)

5:55 Club begins Wednesday September 8th, 2010 after the Gathering meal! Jump
right in the first evening to experience the Lord’s Prayer with all of your senses. You
will join your friends in learning about God and prayer through various fun,
fantastic, fascinating hands-on activities. Don’t miss out on this spectacular time.
(5:55 - 6:30 a.m. between the Gathering meal and choir)

This ministry is committed to loving and leading all children to deeper life
in Jesus...through singing! We make a JOYFUL NOISE every Wednesday
night that the Gathering meets, and no special musical talent is required to
join! We believe that all music offered to the Lord is beautiful to HIM, and
we seek to praise HIM through our worship. We memorize LOTS of
Scripture through the songs we sing (including the Ten Commandments, the
Books of the Bible, the 23rd Psalm, the Beatitudes, etc., and we learn Bible
stories by watching wonderful skits (written by our very own Jane Moore).
We sing, dance, laugh, play outside, play in the Gym (some of our Dads
shoot baskets with us!), eat snacks, and then sing some more!! We celebrate
the birth of Jesus with a Christmas musical, and we honor HIM with a Bible
story musical in the Spring. We participate in the 11:00 Traditional Worship
service ever month or two with songs of praise to HIM. Choir will begin
Wednesday, September 8th, from 6:30-7:30 a.m. upstairs in the CDC
building...BRING A FRIEND and COME JOIN US!



Loved Enough..........

Sidda: Daddy, did you get loved enough?
Shep: What's enough? My question is, did you?

I caught this dialog in the middle of Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood and it has
stuck with me, worked at me, and shaped me poco a poco. I hardly noticed how much
this simple question troubles us all until I sat down and tried to answer it. The easy
answer is, “Sure, I think so” but it’s that “I think so” lingering at the end that causes me
to pause. In the movie, Shep, who had endured a long, stormy, and seemingly loveless
marriage with Sidda’s mother, wonders what enough is and I do too. As if that weren't
enough of an unanswerable query, I began to ask if I myself had loved enough. And that
is where I began writing today.

Anyone who has seen the paparazzo swarming around the rich and famous knows it is
possible to be loved too much, but, to be loved enough is a much more subtle distinction.
One might say that a stranger would be unable to love you enough but then you might
remember help with a flat tire, a kind word standing in line, or coming home to find that
the contractor you hired really cared about doing a good job. I would say in each
instance that though they were strangers you would feel loved enough that day. I am
often surprised at the simple things that cause people to become friends. If you have a
good friend I imagine it’s because once, probably when they weren't even aware of it,
they loved you enough.

The apostle Paul described love for us in his letter to the Corinthians: Love is patient; love
is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. The interesting
thing is that the love Paul describes is not the love that is clamored for by our culture or
sold to us in endless ads. The love Paul describes can be, and often is, unnoticed but
beautiful, tender but powerful, patient but insistent, bearable, believable, and hopeful.
When I feel loved enough, this is the love I have received.

The summer I knew that God was bringing Kerry and me to Midland, Texas I wrote a
song I am only now beginning to understand. It’s called I Am Standing by the Sea. I had
been reading the account at the end of the book of John where Jesus really leans into
Peter and asks him to feed his sheep. Looking through Peter’s eyes I wrote these words:

When I was a younger man

A life of ease, I walked where I pleased; now I follow you, follow you

I am standing by the Sea

And you look at me, right through me . . . feed my sheep, feed my sheep

More and more, as I look out on a sea of pump-jacks and red dirt, I realize that being
loved enough and loving enough are two sides of the same coin. There is not one without
the other. Jesus is telling Peter and us that in order for us to feel loved enough we have to
extend enough love just like the Good Samaritan or the father of the Prodigal Son. When
we do we, in turn, will feel loved enough. Jesus is instructing us to love our way through
a difficult work situation, an ungrateful child, people that cut in line in front of us,
people who don’t dress well enough to suit us, or those who failed to attend the right
school. If we can’'t love enough then we will never feel loved enough. This is the simple
reality of the One who was beaten, spat upon, scourged, and shoved down a rough street
to a certain and painful execution. He hung on a cross, looked down and loved enough
to save us.

Near the end of Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Shep’s difficult wife comes to him
seeking his love and offering her own. In that moment Shep looks like a man who is
loved enough and he might say to us, “If you want to be loved enough then love enough”

Equip



Serve

Hear and see what
God did on our
mission trip to
Uganda!

Come to the
Uganda Report
Luncheon after
worship on
September 19th.

“But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy
Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly”.
Matt. 6:6 (King James version)

b\
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The Prayer Closet is there for
YOU. PLEASE feel free to
step in and close the door
and PRAY.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FALL

THE MUSIC MINISTRY OFFERS TWO NEW ENSEMBLES TO
SHARE YOUR GIFTS!

The Music Ministry is excited to offer two new opportunities to share your
gifts in praise to God this fall. If you:

Play/Have played/Haven't played an instrument since high school,
We have an ensemble FOR YOU!

Sing/Like to sing/Sang in high school/Sing in your car or other places,
We have an ensemble FOR YOU!

These ensembles, named “Jubilate”, will play and sing at 8:15 a.m. worship
and occasionally at 11:00 worship, and will rehearse twice a month during
the Gathering (Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m.) in the choir room. The
repertoire will be anthems which will not only enhance our worship, but that
you will be able to sing or play, regardless of your current skill level, in
thanksgiving and praise to God.

For more information, please contact Greg at gpysh@fpcmid.org or
684-7821, ext, 139. Your prayerful consideration is greatly appreciated!

SEPTEMBER IS SAFE PLACE MONTH
FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

During the month September Presbyterian Women will be collecting items
needed at Safe Place, the temporary shelter for women and their children here
in Midland. They are currently in need of regular sized hygiene items such as
lotions, unisex deodorant and especially shampoo and conditioner. No
individual or hotel size items please. Underwear and socks for women and
children of all ages are also needed. Other needs are over the counter
medications including ibuprophen, cough drops, cough, cold and flu
medications. Always indemand are baby items such as diapers (especially sizes
4,5 and 6), wipes, baby shampoo, lotion and diaper rash ointment. No clothing
donations or pull-up diapers are needed. A large donation tub will be
conveniently located at the reception desk entrance of the church anda small tub
will be located at the nursery entrance throughout the month of September.

Gretchen Davis
Safe Place Chairman

Nominating Ministry

Your Nominating Ministry is hard at work compiling the slate of nominees for the
new class of Elders and Deacons to be presented for election at the 2011
Congregational Meeting. Please prayerfully consider nominating members of our
congregation who would be willing to serve in these leadership positions and submit
their names to Sally Kvasnicka, Chairman of the Nominating Ministry. Nomination
forms are located at the Texas Street information center by the Receptionist Desk.

Matching Funds Offer for Free Wheelchair Mission

A generous church member has offered to match donations to the Free Wheelchair
Mission up to a grand total of $10,000. Each chair costs $59.20. Ten thousand dollars
will buy almost 170 wheelchairs and a new life for people who are homebound, unable
to get to school or work (or sometimes even off the ground!). Your donation of $59.20
will give the precious gift of mobility. For more information, please visit
www.freewheelchairmission.org.



Art and Music
Classes

Fall Semester Begins

=12

September 13th
Fine Arts New this Fall!
SCh_°0| Suzuki Violin and Cello
gt FILStt . with instructors
CLejrc% el Aliza Bowcutt and
Sarah Wilson
Music Art with instructor Kathy Schorr
Musikgarten Art for Children Art for Adults
with instructor KinderArt Art 101
Becca Sawyer ArtfromAto Z Art 102

Adventures in Art
Piano Lessons all ages

Artistic Excellence in a Christian Environment

Call Kathy Schorr at 684-7821 , ext.122
First Presbyterian Church « 800 West Texas, Midland « www.fpcmid.org

Please join us on Sunday, August 29, 2010 as we begin “Discover First”, a six-week
series of classes for people who are visitors, new members, or those who may be
interested in joining First Presbyterian. The classes will introduce you to the variety of
ministries and mission opportunities at First Presbyterian and explore what it means to
be Christian and what it means to be Presbyterian. The class will meet at 9:30 a.m. in
the Parlor each Sunday morning through October 3rd. We look forward to seeing
you!

Back
byPopular
Demand

Historical Sightseeing trip to Stanton

Come join our very own Larry Haggard as he shows us the sites of Stanton. Larry grew
up in Stanton and knows a lot of historical information and sites. We will visit the art
gallery located in the New Martin County Library, an historical home, the monastery,
inside the old jail , take an up close look at a wind turbine and grab a hamburger at the
downtown drug store. Gather in the parking lot across from the chapel at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, September 23rd. Call Mary Margaret at the church office to reserve your
seat on the mini bus.

Invite

Welcome August New
Member - Mary Coody
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Sunday School Kick-Off is August 29th

Join us every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. SHARP in Room 228 for Sunday School! We will start
out as a big group with fellowship and announcements and break into grade-level
classes to dig into Scripture and life and how they intersect!

JOLT begins September 8th

All youth meet together with guys or girls your own age in a small group environment
where it is safe to share, ask questions, and simply “do life” as a family together. This is
a great place to grow in your faith while growing in relationships with others.

Most groups will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 a.m. — watch for more details
coming soon!

Confirmation begins August 29th

All 9th graders and above who have not been confirmed yet confirmation classes will
begin on August 29th at 7:15 p.m. with an orientation for parents and students in the
Koinonia Room.

An Evening with the JASON JOHNSON BAND
FPC Youth Ministries Fall Kick Off Concert
Sunday, August 29th, 8:00-9:30 p.m., The Chapel

All junior high and
high school students
and their families are
invited to rock in the
new school year with
the Jason Johnson
Band! This is one
concert you won't want
to miss! There willbea [
brief Parents’ Meeting !
in the CDC Lobby after
the concert portion of &
the evening. Please i &
plan to be there and

bring a friend! 5;!5!:5{‘ '

Living in the Bool

|



Primetimers Events

Primetimers to offer AARP Driver Safety Program

Wednesday, September 22nd - AARP's Driver Safety Program The class is a one day,
four-hour refresher course for experienced motorist age 50 and older. The fee is $12.00
for AARP members (membership card required) or $14.00 for non-members, which
includes the cost of the manual given to each participant. The fee is payable, by cash,
check or money order at the beginning of the course. The fee is not refundable. Upon
completion of the course each participant will be given a certificate which can be used to
reduce one's car insurance for three years. Note: this certificate cannot be used to obtain
the forgiveness of a traffic violation. Come improve your driving skills and save money
on the car insurance. The course will be 12:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 22, 2010 in the Koinonia Room. You will need to pre-register by
completing the registration forms before Friday, September 17th. The registration
forms can be picked up at the reception desk. If you desire to take this course, please
contact: Mary Margaret Davis at 684-7821.

Come wrap the shoe boxes for the Mission Project, Operation Bless the Children.
Come to the Koinonia Room at 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday, September 8th and wrap
boxes until the movie starts at 3:00 p.m. Enjoy the work and fun camaraderie with
friends while helping others with the mission project.

Get out of the heat and come enjoy the Movie Matinee scheduled for Wednesday,
September 8th at 3:00 p.m. in the church parlor. The movie is Letters to God — a must
see for all families. This is a story of hope and inspiration and is from the producers of
Fireproof and Facing the Giant. Come enjoy the movie!.

Scrapbooking and Jewelry making and repair - Thursday, September 9th-10:00 a.m.
- Koinonia Room - Bring your photographs to organize, crop or just visit about them.
Come and work until 2:00 p.m. and we will pick up something for lunch. Joyce Watts will
help with jewelry ideas and repair. Sharla Somers will show you fast and easy shortcuts
to get your pictures in albums ready to enjoy. Nursery will be available. All ages are
welcome.

Tuesday, September 1th4 - Men’s Lunch Out - 11:30 a.m. We will meet at Olive
Garden on Loop 250. Come for fun and fellowship with good friends.

Tuesday, September 21th - Primetimers meeting - The regular monthly Primetimers
meeting will be held the third Tuesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. The program this
month will be presented by Pat McDaniel, Director of the Haley Library. Pat will present
the history of Midland. Come find out why Midland was settled. We never know when
you might need this information or even be able to answer questions. Lunch cost is $5.
See you in the Lynn Hall!

Ladies Lunch will be Tuesday, September 28th at Yana's Restaurant in Odessa. We
will catch a ride on the church minibus or van at 11:00 a.m. in the parking lot in front of
the church offices. You must make a reservation for the lunch and that will reserve your
seat on the bus. You will need to contact Mary Margaret at the church office before
Friday, September 24. This will be a dutch treat event with lots of opportunities for
fellowship.

The purpose of the Angels in Apron ministry is to provide for a small fee ready to eat
food in individual frozen servings. The September menu will be Russian Chicken,
Chicken Spaghetti, Green Bean Rotel, Tomato Basil Soup, and Orange Salad. This is an
outstanding menu and you can place your order by calling Rhondy at the church office.
Your order must be placed by Thursday, September 23, 2010. The small individual
portions can be picked up and paid for on Thursday, October 7th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00
p.m. in the Family Life Center area foyer.

Primetimers Lunch will be at 12:15 p.m. after worship service in Lynn Halll. We offer a
splendid spread at the Primetimers Sunday Pot Luck Luncheon. Your ticket for
admission is a salad, vegetable or dessert to share. Or if youre not into heating up your
kitchen, there’s nothing wrong with something whipped up by your local grocery store.
The church will provide the meat. See you Sunday, September 26th for lunch.
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